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marked by danger signs, nor were the neighbouring stations
warned of this condition of the track. A blinding blizzard
was raging over the steppe, and the workmen had gone into
a shanty by the road to warm themselves and take some
hot tea. Just then a train loaded with recruits, and bound
for Odessa, was heading full speed for this spot. On reach-
ing it the whole train was precipitated into the ravine. As
it was sliding down it caught fire, and the gale fanning the
flames, a part of the train was burned to ashes. We were
immediately informed of the catastrophe. Accompanied by
Baron Ungern-Sternberg, I took a special train and mshed
to the scene. We found that most of the recruits had been
burned to death, and that the injured had been removed to
hospitals* I do not remember how many lives were lost,
but the number of victims certainly exceeded one hundred.
This disaster attracted wide attention. Public opinion
in those days was envenomed by that spirit of liberalism
which is essentially hatred against those who stand out,
either because of position or wealth, the spirit which ani-
mates the revolutionary mob, and which several years later
was responsible for the revolting assassination of so great
an emperor as Alexander III. Therefore, to pacify the
popular indignation, it was necessary to find a scapegoat
among the higher officials indirectly responsible for the
accident. The choice fell upon Admiral Chikhachev, Direc-
tor of the Odessa Railroad, and myself, for I was consid-
ered the leading spirit of the railroad management. As a
matter of fact, the repair of the roads was entirely outside
of the sphere of my supervision. Of course the real culprit,
the tnan in charge of the repair, was also arraigned, but he
lost his mind and ran away. The prosecution was conducted
in a manner which was clearly unfair, and designed to create
the impression that the judicial authorities were thoroughly
imbued with the spirit of liberalism. The Attorney-General
of the Odessa District Court refused to sanction the indict-